
Einstein - More Relevant Than Ever
Not a day goes by that we don't hear
folks talking about the new economy
as it relates to Wisconsin and, more
specifically, to Green Bay.
Intellectual capital is the new catch
phrase among many who believe
that brains, not brawn are behind
the industries that will sustain our
communities. As I look back at the
life of Steve Van Dyke, engineer,
businessman and founder of The
Einstein Project who recently
passed away, (see page 1) it's evi-
dent that he was on to this concept
nearly 20 years ago. 

In the late 1980's Steve launched a mission to recruit and retain
scientists and advanced degree holders in Brown County. The
exploration led him to the root issue - that people with a natural
affinity for Northeast Wisconsin weren't necessarily pursuing
advance degrees in science. Steve and his senior staffer, Dave
Turiff, discovered the biggest gains would be made by inspiring
science interest early. This concept eventually led to the creation
of The Einstein Project, which today provides more than 85,000
hands-on, minds-on science participations to K-8 school children
in Wisconsin and science training for teachers.  

Now, nearly 18 years later, we think Steve's idea has made a dif-
ference and we often hear this from our educators.

"It has been clear that the kits stimulated many students to take
more science”, said John Fischer, district science chairperson,
Ashwaubenon School District, who primarily works with high
school students. "I hear that yearly. I also think the kits enhance
their science thinking ability. Watching my own daughters and
how they have learned from the kits, I strongly feel that the kits
spark that inquiry in kids and get them on the road to asking why
and experimenting." 

In addition, a study by UWGB released last year showed 4th
grade students using The Einstein Project's science units fared
better than non-Einstein students on state standardized tests.
This also proved to be true among students with disabilities, lim-
ited English proficiency, females and minority students.  

One man's idea and willingness to provide the resources and
brainpower necessary to tackle a problem can make all the dif-
ference.  As we move forward in these uncertain economic times
Northeast Wisconsin should be proud that we have a program
like The Einstein Project providing the tools needed to keep
moving forward. 

Thank you Steve Van Dyke for being a thinker, a challenger
and a motivator! We wouldn't be here without you. 
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The Einstein Project Mission Statement
The Einstein Project is a non-profit school/community partnership that
provides leadership and support for science education in Wisconsin.

Einstein in the Schools 2007-2008

564 teachers trained to use hands-on science 
in the classroom

2,717 kits leased to schools, multiplied by 30 students 
per classroom, resulting in 81,420 student participations

261 refurbishment packages to schools that already 
own science units, reaching 7,830 additional students

Grand total of 89,250 student participations last year

Inquiry-based
science

is the most
effective.

The Einstein Project 1255 Einstein Way
Green Bay, WI  54311 www.einsteinproject.org
Phone: 920.884.8800 Toll Free: 888.824.8877

Fax: 920.884.2656



We thank our partners who
have made 2007-2008 a great
year and look forward to new
successes in 2008-2009. The
following is a list of financial
and in-kind donors of $1,000
or more in 07-08. Thank you all
for your support!

Ameriprise Auto & Home
Insurance
Arketype, Inc.
Armour-Eckrich Meats
Scott & Lori Ashmann
Associated Bank
Badger Liquor
Bakemark 
Bay-Tek Games
Christine Bechtel
Blue Bunny Ice Cream
Paul Bredael
Brown County Graphics
Robert & Carol Bush
Cedar Crest

Cellcom & Nsight
Tony & Marcelline Cerato 
Certified Angus Beef 
Cher-Make
Ken & Patti Ciak
Coca-Cola
Dale Collin
Gregory & Diane Conway
Cornerstone Foundation of
Northeastern Wisconsin
Crystal Farms
Patrick Cudahy
Dean Distributing/Budweiser 
DPI
The Egan Foundation
The ERM Group Foundation
Mary Sue & Dick Fenner
Festival Foods
Emil & Gail Fischer
Foth
The Ray Fulwiler Family
Garden-Fresh Foods
Gauthier & Sons 
Construction
General Beverage
Greater Green Bay 
Community Foundation
Green Bay Metropolitan 
Sewerage District
Green Bay Packaging/ 
George Kress Foundation
Green Bay Packers, Inc.
Guardian Pipeline
Bradley M. & Lori A. Hanus 
Family Foundation Fund
Henny Penny 
Hilliard Family Foundation
Hormel
Frank & Theresa Joswick
Family Fund
K.C. Stock Foundation
J. J. Keller Foundation
J.W. Perry Inc
Jennie-O
Jennie-O Turkey Store
John's Refrigeration
Kemps
KI
KI Convention Center
Klement's
Randall & Julie Kohlhase
Kraft Pizza
Irene Daniell Kress
Krueger Wholesale
Thomas & Bev Lisle
Lutsey Family Foundation
MCL Industries, Inc.
Morning Glory
Mrs. Gerry's
newARTS
Old Wisconsin
Omnova Solutions, Inc.

Oneida Tribe of Indians of
Wisconsin
Organic Valley
Orv's Pizza
Potato King
Dan Nusbaum &
Kathryn Overlock
Peter and Kathleen Reines
Family Foundation Fund
Reinhart Food Service
Retail Specialists
Robert H. & Cathleen M.
Riordan
Rogge's
Robert T. and Betty Rose-
Meyer Family Foundation
Rotary Foundation of
Green Bay, Inc.
Russ Davis 
Sanimax
Sara Lee - Bread
Schenck Business Solutions
Schneider National Inc.
Schreiber Foods, Inc.
Schultz Family Foundation
Shullsburg Creamery
Smithfield Beef Group
Bernard & Mary Smits
John & Tracy Smits
Halina Stankevych
Jeffrey Stankiewicz
SuperValu General 
Merchandise
TCI
The Business News
Thilmany
Time Warner Cable
UBF/Unilever
Valley Bakers
Paul & Dawn VanLaanen
Byron L. Walter Family Trust
WBAY TV2
Wells Fargo Bank
WLUK TV11
Wisconsin Public Service
Corporation and Foundation 
Gary & Marti Ziegelbauer

bringing the wonders of the world to the fingertips of children . . . 

Thank you to our Business/School/Community Partners

THE EINSTEIN PROJECT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patti Ciak - Community Volunteer
Mary Conard - De Pere School District

Todd Cullen - Georgia Pacific
Kim Diedrich - Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary

Kim Evans - Bellin Health
Donna Hutchinson - St. Mary’s Hospital Medical Center

Denise Knutson - The HS Group
Mary Kornely - Denmark School District

Karmen Lemke - Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
Carmen Leuthner - UW-Green Bay

Sherry Moon - Green Bay School District 
Steve Motl - Retired, Procter & Gamble

Bill Newhouse - Board Secretary, STS Consultants
Joe Nicks - Godfrey & Kahn

Pam Pirman - Foth / Consultant
Dennis Rader - Retired Attorney, Community Volunteer
Mike Reinert - Board V.P. - Retired, Green Bay Schools

Brighid Riordan - Nsight & Cellcom
Sean Sanders - Festival Foods

Nancy Schopf - Chamber of Commerce
Stephen Shelley - Board President, Schreiber Foods
Bryan Spaeth - Board Treasurer, Wells Fargo Bank

Fred Stieg - Retired, Howard-Suamico Schools

THE EINSTEIN PROJECT STAFF

Julie Paavola, Executive Director

Cathy Cravillion, Operations Manager
Kristi Franz, Production Coordinator

Connie Greenawald, Development & Communications Director
Dave Guelig, Production Associate

Christine Kust, Special Events Coordinator/Administrative Assistant
Marie LeCloux, Staff Accountant

Linda Leupold, Production Associate
Carol Pearson, Resource/Professional Development Director

LaDonne Salentine, Production Coordinator

Hands-on 
translates to excitement,

involvement, and interest in science!

School children in various grade levels at
schools around the area learn from Einstein

units including Magnets & Motors, Properties of
Matter, and Balls & Ramps.

Connie Greenawald photos


